FACT 


Install smoke detectors, 
(Check them once a month and 
the batteries at least once a 


Develop and practice an escape 
plan, Make sure al family 
‘members know what to doin a 
fire. 

‘Draw a flor plan wit at east 
(Choose a safe meeting place ouside 
the house. 


other household 
od idea to keep 
‘bell and a flashlight in ach 
‘bedroom foe this purpose 


1m Practice evacuating the building 
blindfolded. In areal fre situation, 


sible ose. 


1m Practice staying low tothe ground 
‘when escapin 


‘Fel ll doors before opening 
them. Ifthe door is ho, get out 
nother way 


‘Lear to stop, deop tothe ground, 
and olf clothes ccf 


Post emergency numbers near 
telephones, 


However, be aware that if fire 


threatens your home, you should 
ot place the call youre 
ney services from ns 


he 
home, It is beter to get out ist 
and place the eal fom some- 
where ese 


Purchase collapsible ladders at 
hardware stores and practice 
using them, 


the home and teach 
family members how to se 
them. 


Do not store combustible 
materials in dosed areas or 
near a heat source 


Cooking 


ep thevetes dean an eof 
cartsblessvh ests bores ad 
ber apis. fares pt it 


verte bring pane fre 
extra. Moirg be 
nan aust feta ges Neves 
Four water onesies. 


SHEET 


and learning 


Check electrical wiring, 


sm Replace wiring i frayed or 
cracked, 


rng is not under 


ails, o in igh trafic 


‘Do not overload outlets of 
extension cords, 


‘Outlets should have cover 
plates and no exposed wiring. 
‘mOnly purchase appliances and 
clectrical devices that havea label 
indicating that they have been 
inspected by a testing laboratory 
such as Under Laboratories (UL) 


‘or Factory Mutual (FM), 


Contact your local fire depart- 
ment or American Red Cross 
chapter for more information 
on fire safety. 


Get out as quickly andas safely 
as possible, 


Use the stairs to escape. 


When evacuating, stay low to 
the ground, 

Ie posible, cover mouth witha 
cloth to avoid inhaling smoke and 
uses. 


lose doors in each room after 
escaping to delay the spread of 
the fire, 


{fina room with a dosed door. 
‘mf smoke is pouring in around the 
‘attr ofthe door ori els ho, 
‘ep the door close 

Open a window to escape foe 
fresh ai while awaiting resco 

‘mF there i no smoke athe 
bottom or top andthe door isnot 
bat, then open the door slowly. 

‘mf there is too mach smoke or fre 
‘nthe, stam the doors 


Call the fire department from a 
location outside the house, 
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Give fist aid where 
appropriate, 

Seriously inured or burned 
vietims should be transported 0 
professional medical help 
‘immediately. 


Stay out of damaged buildings, 
"Retumhome only whe local ite 
authorities say itis safe 


Look for structural damage, 


Check that all 
utites are safe. 


ng and 


Discard food tat has been 
exposed to heat, smoke, or 
soot. 


Contact insurance agent, 
Don't discard damaged goods 

‘uni after an inventory hasbeen 
taken. Save reeips for money 


Heating Devices 


Heing devicsshasprtale 
eaters mood ses acfrepes 
cenard seperation, Upc 


eaters ele reason 
kev hes outcry 
ave inesard nod Ses ened 
aera. By ey proved eters 
aedolou te manfcrer sirens 


‘Smoke Detectors 


Smoke decors mare than dt 
the hance of saving afr. Smoke 
eters sense aural annus of 
smoke or inileconbston gssin 
thei. They an detec th smog 
ard ring fires. teas oe smoke 
‘ete stole inal an very 
level ofa rucve. Tesh sake 
deters eah march andreas the 
tats at atone esr. Purchase 
smoke deters labled by the 
Undertaker UL or 
Fay Mut), 


BACKGROUNDER 


HOUSE AND BUILDING FIRES SRICRIEUI 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION Fete fahren ace 


1. The leading cause of death ina fireis asphyxiation. Fite | gies y se united Staten, behind 
victims seldom see the flames. Fire consumes the oxygen in 
the air, thereby increasing the concentration of deadly car- | mar veicteacident fl, and 
bon monoxide in the atmosphere. Inhali 


ide causes a loss of consciousness or death within minutes. | “ings 18 alo the disaster 


carbon monox: 


2.. The heat from a fire can melt clothes and scorch the dice die ily tal 


Jungs in a single breath. At floor level, temperatures average 
about 90 degrees Fahrenheit, but at eye level rise to 600 experience, Over 80 percent of all 
degrees. 


fire deaths occur where people 


3 . House fires begin with a bright flame then quickly gen- 
erate a black, choking smoke. Itis nearly impossible to see 
through a thick cloud of smoke, so fire drill participants 


sleep, such asin homes or hotels 


should practice evacuating buildings with their eyes closed. | Most es occur when people are 


likey to betes alert such as 


‘ernseon midnight an moming. 


Eighty four percent of house and 


building res are accidemal, such 


«those caused by poor electrical 


wiring or careless behavior 


However, 16 pereent are set 


Intentionally through arson or acts 
dental fre and exlesn cn sik anyuhere. Feats tend to be trite 


ccting to popultin cet, i, those sats wit te args populations tnd aa to 
have the gestest uber offre fates. 


of tervovim, 


HELP YOUR COMMUNITY GET READY 


‘The media an rise awareness about fre safety by providing 
information tothe community. Here are some suggestions: 


2, Publish a series on how to recognize potential fre 
‘hazards inthe homie and workplace. 
2. Runa story featuring interviews with local fire 


iicials about how to make tomes fires 


3. Provide tips on conducting fire dis nthe home, 
‘mentioning the acd for mukpl escape routes and a 
meeting place outside ofthe home 


44, Highligh the importance of home smoke detectors 
by running monthly “battery-heck reminders, 


CCAUSE OF HOME FIRE DEATHS 


19861990 mil Average 
Sour: Natoral Fre 
Frtecon ston 


DID YOU KNOW... 


‘moss of ie from fires has been m On average, fires kill nearly 
significantly reduced because $.500 Americans each year. 


of improved technology for (Over 30,000 people are injured 


fire response and a better in fires annually 


csducated public — particularly 
sapere inthe United Stat 


regarding the life-saving someone 


dies in a fire every 40 minutes. 


advan 


‘maintaining smoke detectors. _ Mestoften victims are chi 


‘The United States Fire Admin. re or the elderly. 


istration repos 59 percent ggary 2 percent ofthe fies 
reduction n deaths utributable ya il young children are 
to fires over the period of 1983, 


to 1990, 


started by children playing 
With fre, Approximately 
1,300 senior citizens die in 
fires annually 


— 


Approximately three-quarters 
of al ire fatalities over in 
residential dwellings 


sm Each year, fre causes over 


‘2 billion worth of damags 
homes. 
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